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The Whig Party held a Municipal Convention 
on Saturday night, and our reporter has given 
an ouvine of the proceedings thereof. It is an 
instructive record. It shows what meaning 
our most “respectable” politicians attach to 
the words they use about public duties, and 
what weight they give to the claims of the ja 

in which they live? and.with whose honor and 
‘welfare their own are so closely connected. 


the Election of next week was for President 
of the United States. Mr. Dersrstzr Oapzn 
himself as the candidate 
for that high office,—and the integrity of the 
Union as devéndant upon his election to it. He 

a speech,—voluble, vigorous and ver- 
rec shea in al) the graces of eloquence 
except modesty and common sense. He hopes 
to be elected, not because the City needs ‘his 
rent but because ‘he -has net, 

_ he ae never. 
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ek Vhigs will probably find out some 
time ‘next Winter that the election of next 


that it had nothing whatever to 
with Sonn Baows and te Federal Oonetiin. 
, or with the immortal memory of Haxxy 
Onar. They will be surprised to,learn that the 
practical question decided was, What sort of a 
City Government New-York should have for 
the next two years :—whether it should be a 


| Government of law and order and public spirit, 


or 2 mere tool in the hands of unscrupnious 


Can meena ambition for the Saat 
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been uniform in their tenor, from the earliest 
days of the Republic,—that ‘they rest for their 
basis upon the conviction of the inherent 
wickedness and inhumanity of: the. traffic, 
and that they have” been “ enacted ” with 
the concurrence and active aid of: Southern 
statesmen. Judge Warnn’s object was mainly 
to impress upon the people of the South the in- 
herent justice of these laws, and their obligation 
to give them full and effective ‘force. We re- 
print the document, partly from its intrinsic in- 
terest and ability, and partly- because it may 
help to disabuse the public mind at the North of 
the impression that the whole South is in favor 
of repealing these laws and restoring the trade 
in African slaves. 
Judge Warne gives it to be understood ‘that 
his charge is directed in part against the par- 
ties who have hitherto escaped’ conviction and 
punishment in connection with the voyage of 
the slaver yacht Wanderer. Some, of these 
parties have just been put upon their trial and 
acquitted. The owner of the yacht, Mr. C. A. 
L. Lamdn, however, has notyet been arraigned. 
Why this is so we are not aware. In the eéx- 
amination of some of the witnesses upon the 
trials already held, efforts were apparently 
made to inculpate Mr. Lawak in the transac- 
tion. But this certainly must have been quite 
needless, for' we have always understood that 
Mr. L.. avowed his ownership of the yacht, his 
sending her to Africa for ‘slaves;. his receipt 
and sale of her cargo, and“his full and entire 
responsibility for the consequences of that par- 
ticipation in the -Slave-trade. Our readers 
probably remember 4 letter which we published 
some two years ago from Mr. Lamar to’ the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in which he declar- 
ed his intention to test the constitutionality of 
the laws against the Slave-trade by engaging 
in it himself, and thus making a case for ‘judi- 
cial action. It was suppoged to. be with this 
lofty view, and not from thé vulgar motives of 
pecuniary profit, that he bought the Wanderer 
and sent her on a voyage for slaves. Why has 
he not carried out the programme so ostenta- 
tiously announced? Why did he not at once 
surrender himself to the Courts, enter a plea 
of guilty as to the facts, and take issue on the 
conatitutionality of the law? He declared this 
to be his purpése—why does it yet remain un- 
fulfilled ? 
Judge Warner's, charge evidently , 
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the existing laws of Sonora is poorer a ) 


us to decide. We are informed that Gov. Prs- 
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quirra declares that it does, and gives this as and lee sho 
one of the reasons why he ‘9 every one. 


the survey. . 
It would doubtless be. an: advantage for 


American interests that’ ‘the “enterprise | ten 


should be carried out; ‘provided there were 


any extensive and valnable public lands to be 


found in Sonora, sufficient to warranta large. 





outlay and extensive operations for coloniza- |. 


tion purposes. We should also be glad to see: 


those gentlemen who have taken the mat- 


ter in hand entirely’ successful; but}. 


the matter assumes a degree of: public im- 


portance which renders it necessary, for our'| nately 


Government to ‘examine thoroughly into its 
merits, and ascertain how far it is authorized 
to assume the responsibility of sustaining ' the 
Comonfort contract, more especially as the 


main interest in it lies. with capitalists in the | 
City of Mexico, ‘who, at.this .critical period of 


“ment; ta the long ri tey rain no ne oF 
ships only, but the whole enterprise. T 
icans have >a ti 


our negotiations with that country, are doing | fai 


all in their power to thwart Mr. McLanz at 
Vera Cruz, and sustain the Church faction 
whose deadly animosity to everything Ameri- 
can has been too often and too fatally proved- 

As to the Consulate at Guaymas, that and 
its incidents have not of late years brought 
much credit to the American name throughout 
‘Sonora. Indeed, it may be said that we have 
had no Consul there for more than two years, 
Judge Rosz went out last: January, it was sup- 
posed to act as Consul, but as the fees of office 


-would not support a man of ordinary capacity 


on jerked beef and frijoles, the Judge doubt. 
less concluded it was no place for a.man of 
talent, and therefore took his’ departure.’ But 
Judge Rosz never: was Consul legally, though 
the Mexicans may have recognized him as 
such out of courtesy. . He never received any 
commission.from the United StatesGovernment; 
he had no authority to do a.consular act and no 
power to appoint a suecessor, who now ap- 
pears under the tiile of Col. AupEn. This gen- 
tleman has no authority to act as American 
Cousul, never having been officially appointed, 
recognized or even known to the Uniled States 
Government as such. . The Mexican officials 
are right in requiring Col. Acpew to present the 
papers under which he acts as Consul, as 8 
condition of his recognition’ A correct under- 
standing of these matters is no less important 
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shown, we have the advantages of more faith- | 3 vt o 


ful workmen, and especially of better iron.. 


It appears, then, that fair iron ships ate not 


only as safe, but far safer than it is possible to aa 


While we deeply lament the death of somany | 
victims, and the check to an enterprise to 
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to: Mexico-than itis .to..the. United States;and |. 


it is of equal importance to both countries that 


.} the friendly relations now existing on the. 


his country. He should ‘certainly 

afforded the ‘opportunity of achieving that 
original-purpose. If ‘the Georgia Court. will 
give him the‘chance, we are confident he will 
put the nation to no needless expense for wit- 
nesses, but will. plead. guilty to acts which he 
has uniformly. admitted, in public and in pri- 
vate, and stake his personal safety upon the 
invalidity of the law which he..declared he 
would violate because he deemed it unconstitu- 
tional. It is due to lim’ that the experiment 
should be tried. 


ey 
Affairs in Mexico. 

The telegraphic dispatch of Saturday con- 
tradicted. previous. statements of Mexican af- 
fairs, and furnished us with fresh accounts, in 
the tiiain; ‘as “as the former. The 
+ importance is, that 
Mr. MoLanx ‘has arrived at Veta Cruz. The 


§ prosemace «3 Minamon, at the suggestion of 


feet. 


whinings over the ginger ig gov 

and the departure of its good name, have been 
partly the chronic grumblings of obese end 
unsueeessful egotists, and partly the plausible 


pretext for keeping themselves before a public: 


in constant and imminent peril of forgetting 
flieir existence, But they” ‘fiave ‘no 
more * real . feeling for the City, no 
‘more hearty desire for its prosperity and honor, 
than they have for the welfare of Tongataboo 
or the health of the fifteenth daughter of 
are King of ‘the Cannibal: Islands. They 

of « Lae. baton 


238 - 1 worthy of no sort of consideration on the part | 


»theory 
Soaee 


government. They w 
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the- | draw: his. attention from. this. 


the French Minister, is to open Alvarado as a 
port of entry, and ‘at the same time attack 
Vera Cruz, is absurd: ‘Mrranon has more than 
Kis hands full in attending to his own private 
aifsirs and his personal safety. ' ‘The French 
Minister has uo power or authority to influ- 
ence or aid the Monarchist Party, to blockade 
any port. The French debt is Pale, Mexico 
owes France nothing. 

. ‘Eighteen months ago, it was. a prominent 
point in the policy of Louis Narotzon to gain 
a foothold in the Spanish-American ‘countries, 
especially Mexico and Central America; and 
probably, nothing but “moré« weighty matters 
ypearer, home has caused the Emperor to with- 
quarter for the 
present. Non mGeeren ceuven r 
+ to inflict euch petty ar i the Liberals 
as his ingenuity can:devise. With no claims 
‘on Mexico, repudiated and despised by his own 
countrymen, the French Minister in’ Mexico is |. 


-of the American Governmentin treating with 
that country. 


The report of the defeat of Domuano and the 


prsmatiicnse e days... orci 


$$$ 


Iron Hulls—A Timely Warning. 


“Sonora frontier’ stionld not be pene P 


On the very day appointed .to launch the f 


B| ‘Grat iron steamer ever® built’ in this City, end |. 
the iron steamer Royal 


while the wreck of 
Charter is still the topie of public’ interest, we 
receive the sad details of the total destruction 
of the iron steamer Indian. Thus, at the 
dawn of this great revival of our manufacturing 
and commercial. interests, we are startled by 
two warnings which we cannot mistake. If 
we do not heed them, the third may strike at 
the root of our new hopes. 

Not only have foreign nations established the 
building of iron ships, bringing it once for all 
through early perils and adversities, and saving 
us a costly course of experiments by placing 
their. standard. designs, tools and processes 
within our reach, bot. they have. exhibited to 
us, at their own cost,the frightful consequen- 
ces.of bad workinanship and bad materials. 
Our .national ingefivity indeed might have 
taught us in time to make iron ships, but our 
propensity to neglect engineering completeness 
for the sake of hurrying on commercial. results 
has retarded our progress and seriously injured 
our reputation abroad. But now, without the 
risk of failure, we may enter upona successful 
career of iron steam-navigation, at once incited 
tothe utmost energy by the economy of foreign 
vessels, and most solemnly warned by exam- 
ples of death and destruction against the de- 
vices of counting-room engineers, and espe- 
cially against using bad iron and bad work be- 
cause they are cheap. 

It is scarcely necessary to say that these 
ships have not been_lost because they were 
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DAMAGE TO PROPERTY IN BUFFALO—BOUSES| 5 
BLOWN DOWN—THE BREAKWATER ‘RULER “a 


THE CITY PARTLY SUBMERGED. ef 
Burrato, wi, Sala, Nov. 2-97. M. 
A heavy gale from the. southwest has been 
vailing here for the past twenty-<oer bomen, ant 
still blowing with great fury. 
The canal bridge on Main-etreet ta se Badly Os 
aged by high water that it will have to be febuilt, — 


The iron canal bridge on Riverstrect is'entirely | the t 
bess 


destroyed. 5A " 
A number of houses in aiterent pert ot the ity | 
are blown down... 
The new ‘breakwater for the protection of the 
southern part‘of the city-is almost entirely destroyed, 


and that portion of the city is several feet under | 9© 


water. 
‘The track of the Niagara Falls division of the 
Ser Raleoss, ‘on the bank'of the river, is in 


made of iron—or that the fact of their loss 4 


proves nothing against the leaditig' principle. o 


their construction. Even if the proportions | 
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-altered—even if it were p 
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